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T was the Zgyptians praCtice, before Phyſick was reduc'd into Art 
or Profcition, to carry forth into the Roads and High ways, the 
Diſcas'd, and enquire of all Paſſengers concerning the Cauſes 

4 and Remedies of their Diſtempersz out of whoſe preſcriptions, 

their Fricnds {clectcd and applied what they judg'd moſt proper. 

What was then done for the Natural, is now as neceſſary for the 
Body Politick of this Country, fick, almoſt unto death, of Fears and 
Fealoufies, the Plots and Devices of the wicked and ambitious z ex- 
pos'd to all Travellers, among, whom, good Nature and Self-preſerva- 
tion have,at length, after two years ſilent Compaſſion, prevaild upon 
me, to give my opinion of the Cauſes and Cures of our Evils; which 
I will offer without fear or favour of Party or Faction, cf Court or 
City, enquiring, how far our.apprehenfions of Popery and Arbitrary 
Government, that have ſo long diſcompos'd us at home, and made us 
contemptible abroad, are juſt and reaſonable, 

Tho! 1 confeſs *tis ſaid; There never was Smoak without ſome Fire ; 
yet, at firſt tight it ſeems hard to believe, that ſober men ſhow'd ever 
attempt Innovations, {cldom or never. advantageous, always hurtful, 
A'2 becauſe 
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becauſe nceeffarily attended with the ſad EffeAs of Civil War ; a Ca- 
lamity that has fo lately prov'd fatal to the Kingdom in general, tv 
the Princeand to the Subject. Whence it may be reaſonably preſum'd, 
when our Paſhon is over, and we have fully con{1der'd the riſc, pro- 
grels, and event of- the Laſt Rebellion, we (hall grew calm and 
wiſe, permit the King to enjoy his own Prerogatives, and conten 
our ſ{clves with our jutt Rights and Priviledges. Twill be time 
enough ( when theſe arc invaded; it Religion even then will allow it.) 
to oppole, or ltand upon our defence 3 to oitcr at it ſooner is Madneſs 
and Folly; Rebellion and Impicty: 

For the better coming to our point, tis neceſſary we take a review 
of-the :Times preccding Forty One,when, from the end of Kivg 7mes's 
Reign, the People were, as now, full of murmurings, repinings, a::d 
diltralis againli the. Government, At lat the {mother'd Embezs 
burſt forth into a Flame, and atter ten cars Violence, War and 
Contution, and near as many n:ore of Uſurpation and Tyranny, tl c 
Commonwealth was fo far trom being bctter'd, by any of the may 
changes and expedicnts, that the recalling our King tiom bis wun- 
jult Exile, was found, and. uriznimoully agreed, the oncly way to 
prevent its utter Ruinc, Our Gracious Sovercign, mercitul beyond 
Example, pardons his Rebcllious Subjc&ts, the Mardcrers of his Roy- 
al -Father; and the- Uſurpers of his. own Crown and Dignity ; 
loads, even among. them, with Offices and Honc ur, fuch as lcani'd 
penitent, and were capable. He then proceeds, firtt, to the refctilc- 
ment of. the Religion of the Church ct England, like Virtue {cated 
in the middle, and equally endznger'd by the two extremes ot Popery 
and Presbytery 3 and aftcr., to, that of the State, in Peace and Quict, 
which we .cnjoy'd to the cnvy of . our Ncighbours. This happincis 
occalion'd - a War with Hyvlland, France, and Denmark, to their 
great Loſs, and the Renown of England, cnding in a Leaguz of tricnd- 
thip and amity, tor the general good of Exrope. Nor long aiter, 
the King was:adyvis'd to grant a Tolcration for the eafc of tender Con- 
(ciences, and the advancement of Traftique and Manutacture, This 
was pre(s'd with Arguments, That the want of it occaltion'd J/enner's 
Inſurrc&ion, the Plot in 1662: for which ſeveral fuffer'd at Tyburn ; 
that in 1663,begun in Treland, and carried on in England, tor which,in 
1664, divers were executed in Tork ſhire, as were others after in Lond; 
April 1666, who confeſs'd at Tyburn a Delign of ſubverting the Go- 
vernment, ſcizing the Tower, and tiring 'of London, the' September 
following 3 and withal, declaring, there were thoſe behind of Io 
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Party,that wou'd ſii)l cffcct that Delign,which, as to that part,was too 
evident. This is notorious from the Hiſtorical account publith'd in 80, 
and confirm'd by the Gazet 3 and therefore, | cannot but wonder at the 
Commons Vote of laſt Fanwary the 1 oth, That it is the opinion of this 
Koaſe, that the City of London was burnt in the year 1666,by the Pa- 
pits, deligning thereby to introduce Arbitrary power and Popery ints5 
this Kingdom. It wou'd be a great {atistaction to the World topublith 
the grounds of this opinion, becauſe that otherwiſe conſidering they did 
rot purſuc it, nor any reaſon afſtign'd what (hou'd have hindred,it will 
hardly gain more credit, than the Philoſophers Paradox, that Snow was 
black. I have read of {lome, who never wanted opinions, cou'd they 
but tind Arguments to make them probable, tor which their being at a 
loſs made then ridiculous with the tober part of mankind, 

The King conſents, and at the {ame time declares a War againſt 
Hand, whoſe infolence-and injultice, in point of Trade and Honour 
was become inſupportable, Soon atter the Parhiament conven'd, and ap- ' 
prehendivg, the Indulgence night in time prove defiructive to the elia- 
bliſh'd Religion, pray'd it might be revok'd the King, contrary. to the 
then Miniſters advice, an{wer'd their delires, Rereupon they grow pce- 
vith, and thenccforward vow and liudy all the Methods ot Revenge 
and Contution,” thu? with the hazard of the Publick. Ever lince we 
have bcen continually alarin'd with Lib.ls againti the Government 3 
at laſt a diſcovery is made ot a Popith contrivanice. littcd as tar as poth- 
ble by the King in Council, and atter carnclily recommended to the 
Parliat,er ts turther conſideration. This 1s purtucd, but foine men 
laying hold on this. deiign tb drive It on to faitncr purpoles,and under 
pretence of detending, the King's Perton, and expuliing Popery, fect up 
Presbytery and pull down the Monarchy, But there bzing too firict a 
bond of niutual love and loyalty between the King and that Parlia- 
ment, means are now us'd, upon a great Minilter's being impeach'd,to 
have it difſolv'd. An Act that an{wer'd not his expectations. A new 
one is calPd, and, exceeding the bounds of prudence and moderation, 
quickly ſent home. A third is fummon'd, and the iging,having to this, 
as to the former, over and over prels'd the impartial examination of 
the Plot, the tryal of the Lords, and the care of the cliabliſh'd Religi- 
on, whercin, by all jult and lawtul wayes, he often declar'd he wou'd 
not follow, but heartily go along with them. But alas ! they intend- 
ed no ſuch thing. The Plot mult be kept on foot, clſe they. wou'd be 
defeated. * The King perceiving they - {till neglected the good of the 
Publick, breaks them, and ſummons a tourth at Oxford, where I ha 
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they may be inſpir'd, with Softneſs and Prudence, anſwerable to the 
deſigns of the Place, and the needs of the Kingdom, 

After this ſhort account, is it poſſible to believe thoſe, who inſinuate 
the King himſelf is in the Plotis a Papiſi.and intends arbitrary Govern- 
nent? Oh ridiculous,nonſentical fancy ! If the Plot be againſt his Perſon 
and Government, and contriv'd by Papilts,and among, them (as Bedlow 
has (worn) none in England but have receiv*d the Sacrament upon't,and 
he be of the number, he mult joyn with others, to cut his own Throat, 
ſtab, ſhoot, or poy{on himſelt. But here's ſome myltery in this pretty 
Invention 3 Charles Stuart conſpires againtt the King 3 this imitating 
- the Long Parliament in his Fathers time, who tought for the King, 
for his politick Capacity, againſt himlclt, his Natural, his Pcrſon. But 
if he were a Papilt,, wou'd he have pais'd into Laws, every Bill tcender'd 
him by both Houſes, as well betorc, as ſince this Plot, in their disfa- 
vour? And yet we know one of the godly Party was lately tin'd 500 /. 
tor ſaying, The Duke of York, was a Papilt, and the King little better; 
a Saying, no longer minc'd nor whiſper'd, but now, loudly and plainly 
ſpoken every day. Cou'd he have been wrought to a change of Reli- 
gion, in the time of his Baniſhment, he had not withſtood the Offers 
of foreign Princes, and the Solicitations of a. fond Mother, to rcinliate 
him inhis own Dominions with abſolute arbitrary power. But he was 
too much a Chriſtian, and too good a King, not to prefer Continuance 
in Exile, to the deligns of cnilaving his Subjects, either in their Souls ar 
in thcir Bodies. Mutt he now, in an Age dehixous of Relt and Quict, be 
upbraided with ſuch purpoſe, that had re{olv'd againſt them in the heat 
of his Youth, 'the great {pur of Ambition? Now, when to compals 
this wicked and ridiculous Proje&, is as impoltible, as betore it was the 
contrary 3 when after his Reliawation, bctides foreign athftance, offer'd 
at any rate, and to any purpoſe, he had an oblequious-General, a vi- 
Gorious F lcet and Army, and a Parliament, whoſe zeal and Devotion 
ſeem'd in-nothing to b2 bounded but by the Iimits of his own plcalure 
when to the immenſe Treaſure he was poſle(s'd of, beftow'd among his 
people with equal bounty, as it was given, he might have added vakly 
by the confiſcations. of more than half, the Eftates and Wealth of the 
Thice Kingdoms. But inlicad of this, he. often prels'd his Parliament to 
expedite an Act. of Oblivion, disbanded- his Army, and enlarg'd the 
tHeet, by.making one Squadron of more Value than all three in the 
time-of Queen Elzz. dilabl'd, in all his Dominions, without exception, 
all}Papifts, trom bearing any -Othce, Civil or Military, Has henot paſs'd 
the Bill.exclnding; forever, all.Popith-Loxds:out of, the Houle,to mr 
6 ls 


[5] 

his Father could never bz perſuaded ? Has he not likewiſe curtail'd 
the Royal power by two other Acts, that of the Habeas Corpus, and 
againſt Quartering of Souldiers ? Three Statutes, for which he might 
have had as many Millions, had he infifted on a Bargain, or known 
how to diſtinguiſh between his own private Interelt, and that of the Sub- 
ject, or the truckling way of Bartering,when the pood of his people was 
concern'd. Why did he, but for the ſake of the Proteſtant Religion,re- 
fuſe the elder Daughter of the Crown, to the Dauphin of France, and 
marry her to the Prince of O-ange ? And this without putting his Par- 
liament to the charge of a Portion, or a much greater Sum, which they 
wou'd have gladly given, had he made the Propotition. And no other 
cou'd be the motives of recalling his Troops from France, railing an 
Army for the defence of the Netherlands, at the Expence of above 
200000 I. more than was given, and his prohibiting Trade with that 
Crown. Theſe things put a ſtop to the progreſs of that victorious 
King's Arms, occalion'd his quitting Mina, and clapping up a gene- 
ral peace, when he was jult at the point of his propos'd Conquelts, If 
our Prince intended an Arbitrary Government, why belides his former 
neglcting the opportunity, wou'd he diſable himſelf tor the future, 
by parting with one of the greateſt Inftruments tor that purpoſe, the 
Court of Wards and Liveries, Tenures #n Cape and Knights Service, 
Purveyance, &c.? And what did he reccive for this exceſs of Bounty, 
for the chiefelt and moſt uſeful flower of the Crown, bat a trifle, a fea- 
ther, half the Exciſe,not above a fourth of the others yearly value? And 
after all this,4Knaves invent, and Fools bclicve, hc 1s now {etting up for 
Tyranny and Popzry, when his years ar? palt the heat of Ambition, his 
Coffers cmpty, France di{oblig'd, ana his own People alarm'd, and - 
bent againſt it with all 1maginable Reſolutions © 1 oppoſition. Can any 
man imagine, that a perſon, who ditarms him{clt, intends to hight ? 

Bc des: \What one illegal Arbitrary Act has he done in his twenty 
years Reign ? Whom has he defrauded of an Ox or an Afs, of Life or 
Poſſeſſion ? Where has he, in any one inſtance, invaded Magna Charta, 
our Rights, Properties, or Liberties? What Bill, tender'd by Parlia- 
ment, for the Sccurity of cur Lives or Fortunes, has he rcje&ed ? He 
paſgd all without Exception. As for the Bill for intrulting the Parlia- 
ment with the Militia for a limited time, Realon then, and Experi- 
cnce lince, has prov'd it was a necdle(s Enchroachment on the Royal 
Prerogative, without the lcaſt Proſpect of publick Good and to have 
parted with that Power but for a Motnent, was for ſo long to unking, 
and divelt himſelf of a Power, he con'd not be certain, wou'd be -# 
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reſtor*d, As he has freely paſs'd all Laws, has he not as chearfully of= 
fer'd to enaQt any thing that was agreeable to Juſtice and Reaſon, for 
our farther {ccurity in Religion, Liberty and Property ? 

From theſe Confiderations, nothing will appear more vain and idle 
than our Fearsand Fealovfies, our Factions and Scditious Reficctions on 
the Government, [I will not ſay, without great caution, but we may 
run into thoſe very things we fo much dread. and wou'd avoid, 
Popery and French Government, or (which is equally deſtructive of our 
Birth-rights and Happineſs) Presbytery and a Common-wealth, This 
will be no groundlei(s Surmiſc, if we look back, and obſerve that the 
Leav'n again! the eſtabliſh'd Conſtitution both in.Church and State, 
has fowr'd almoſt the whole Lump ; the Poylon of Presbytery former- 
ly known by the name «t Paritani(m, hatc i'd at F rankford and Gencva, 
grown to a Head in Scotl24d with the Reformation, has infected the 
Generality of the IKingdom, the common Traders and Dwcllers in 
Cities and Corporations, and the unthinking and illiterate part of 
the Gentry, with Hitred agiinit Monarchy, and the Church of Eng- 
land. This was certainly the Invention of Rome, to overthrow us, 
by thus ſowing Diviſions 3 they well torcſaw,our Kingdom and Church 
in it felt divided, cou'd not long ſtand, All the Antimonarchical Prin- 
ciples, are the ſame in both, the one as well a+ the other, deny Supre- 
-macy in the King the Feſzit will have the Pope, and the Presbyter Feſus 
his Head. King; killing and depolirg Dodrine, is diſown'd by all ho- 
neſt Papiſts, as the Author, even of Plato Redivivus does contels, tho 
two or thrce Feſuits have privately aſſerted the Opinion, as problema- 
tical, for which, themſclves and Writings, were cenſur'd and con- 
demn'd, as falſe and damnible : But *tis juſtihed, both by Books and 
Pratice of the whole Presbyterian Party 3 *tis ſo plain and freſh in our 
Memories, I need not inſtance in the Authors, St. Peter's Chair is not 
more infallible, than that of an Afſembly of Presbyters in a National 
Clafſis or Synod, Men of theſe Antichriſtian Principles ſtirr'd up the 
Late Rebellion, and being active and diligent, drew in many unwary 
honelt men, beyond the power of retreating. Did not the Faction 
-here, tamper in Scotland, where the promoters of the Covenant, that 
Godly Tuſtrument, apply'd to the Crown of France for Protection, as 
appears by the Lettex found with the Lord Lowden, therefore ſent to 
the Tower ? 

But what was the Iſſue of this Contrivance, but Confufion and 
Miſery through the three Kingdoms? The Presbyterian Party over- 
povver'd by the Independents, and theſe again by the Army, a Com- 
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monwealth ſet up, and ſoon after turn'd into a perfett Tyranny unde! 
Oliver Cromwel ; after more money had been illegally ſqueez'd from 
the Subjects by Ordinances and Loans, Sequeſtrations and Decimari- 
ons, Exciſe and other Impoſitions , than was ever known before or 
ſince? The people weary, call home their Prince, who by an excci; 
of mercy and clemency, ſparing to root up men of theſe Principles, 
Fave way to their infecting others with the fame humour of diſcon- 
rent. Tis to be oblerv d, that the year 1535. 1s remarkable for the 
Geneva Reformation, and the ſpawning of the eſw:its Order, and that 
our unlucky home-bred Diviſions were fomented, if not firit ſet 01: 
foot, under hand, by directions from the Court of France, as well as 
from Rome, the Intereſt of that State, as well as of the Church, de- 
rending on our Diſtraction; to which end Richlien, that great Mi- 
niſter, imploy'd many Penltoners into Scotland, as did after his Suc- 
ceſſor Mazarine in Englana. And therefore there is nothing more in- 
conſiderate than to think we are not now acting and promoting 
French-Deſigns; 'tis their buſineſs to divide us, and yet ſo to manage 
the Ballance, that they ler neither the King nor Parliament have the 
tetter, or ever Come to a right underſtanding: They can no other. 
wiſe obtain the Weſtern Empire, and 'tis direftly againſt their Intereft 
ever toſutter England to be either a perfe&t Monarchy, or an abſolute 
Common- wealth. Thoſe that roar moſt againſt French Councils and 
Meaſures, under-hand-bargains and agreements between both the 
Kings, know -they bely their own Conſcience, and that the French 
have us in the laſt degree of contempt. This the E: of D. printed in his 
own vindication, perhaps not ignorant that ſome of their Miniſters did, 
in the year 1677.and 78. before the breaking forth of the Plot, declare, 
That Monſieur L. had greater Intereſt and more friends in England than 
the D. of Y. That the K. had need be on his Guard, for he was in a great 
danger of running the ſame riſque with his Father; when it was like- 
wiſe enquir'd, What Intereſt among the people two great Peers had, who 
have fince the Plot been the great Pillars of the Proteſtant Religion, tho 
neither was ever reputed to have any, were Minijters and Adviſers in 1670. 
and 71. very good friends to France and Popery, Enemies to the Triple 
Alliance, and to Holland, &c. It was alſo id, That 300000 I. a year 
beſtow'd in Scotland and England, among the Fattions and Diſcontented, 
wos'd better ſerve the Intereſt of France, than any Bargain they coud 
drive with the Miniſters. Tis too well known that the greateſt of 
theſe two Noblemen made a ſecret journey into France, ſome weeks 
before the Plot, after ſome private Tranſactions here with others, 
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among whom were Sir E. L. fam for Religion, for Morality, Ma - 
jor W. and H. N. as notorious for the ſame pertections and the ir 
love of Monarchy, and hatred of a Commonwealth nor did 4. £E. 
want his ſhare in the Conlultation, a ſtout aſſertor of Prerogative , 
witnels'd by his and others living out of this Kingdom, ever fince the 
Kings Reſtauration, untill they ſaw ſome likelyhood of a change, the 
oNC returning about the time the D. of B. and the other Lords were 
in the Tower, and the other a few months betore the breaking forth 
of the Popiſh Conſpiracy z; Which no ſooner came before the Parlia- 
ment than ſome of the great Lords of the Committee for the Exami- 
zation of the Plot kept their Conſuitations, and manag'd much of 
that Aﬀair at Wallinsford: Hoſe, Major W. their Secretary, where 
they concluded to take hold of this opportunity for the carrying on 
ſome long-hatch'd Deſigns of their own. Nor 1s It to be forgotten 
that in Zane before, a Letter was writ by an eminent perſon of the 
Faction, and can be now produced, That w-ry ſhortly ſomewhat wou'd 
b2 diſcover'd, that wou'd prevent our much linger walking in the dark; 
and that one of the greateſt Lords ſent to an Aſtrologer to know whether 
he was not ina ſhort while to bein the head of 60000 men, The methods 
agreed upon in France, and purſud here, were to make a Court and 
Country-party, to ſow and diſperſe fealouſies between both, and wi- 
den the gap with all poſſible Devices; which rcfolutions ſome here 
were the ſoaner induc'd to embrace, upon this conſideration, That 
they ſhou'd not hve to ſee the iſſue, aud were unconcern d for what ſhowd 
come after. But yet 1 am too charitable ro think, if we have any 
French Agents at home, they are impos 4 upon by. ther own unwa- 
rine(s, andthe others cunning, to act rather againſt, thamwith, their 
knowledge, a part fo much contrary to the Intereſt of Evgland, and 
the Duty. of a Chriſttan. Kut hawever tt be, I am morally aflur'd we 
aredoing their work ; and ifwe. are nat Knaves and Penſtaners, we 
ace Blackbeads or Fools, that are blind and befotred like men prepar'd 
tor Deftruftion. Yxex Jupiter perdere welt, has dengentat, If any one 
ralks thus, he is preſently calF'd a-Papiſt anda Tory; every true Son of 
the Church of England, and Loyal Subject; is branded with Nick names 
and run downby: Naife and Faction; and he that appoles Popery, it he 
defends nut. Precbptery , 1s but a Proteſtant: i Adfaſgmaerade.;, ifhe com- 
mends Afevaraby and our Legal Canſtitutions, to the: cilcredit, of: a- 
Cammimn-wealth, he is 4 Raſcal, @ Villaiv, and adanyerousP enfan, not 
canhdering that. we are made Tookand Inftramenas for Freveh pur- 
yaſes, betray'd by their Cunning and Addrets , ta farmard. and aft 
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with our own hands, onr Slavery and Ruine. Shall we be ſtill blind 
and deaf to reaton and demonitration? Can we not reflect upon the 
French double-dcaling in our late Civil Diſtractions, and remember 
what the Lord Keeper Packerinz tells the Parliament in Q. El zaberh's 
days, That toe Puritans, ev2n at the tim: of the Spaniſh preparations for 
Invaſion, were arging and preſſins inteſtin: CMmotions ; Waere he largely 
ſets forth their being as dangerous to che Crown andMitre as the others, 
and therefore that both were to be equally ſuppreſs'd, Papiſts and 
Puritans. | cannot find that either have fince alter'd their Principlcs, 
and conſequently cannot but wonder why the Papiſts ſhou'd be peric- 
cuted, and the other countenanc'd, even againlt Law and former 
Statutes, Tis ſurely very imprudent to expect your Houſe will be 
warm by ſhutting a Window, and fetting open the Doors.And there- 
fore becaule inthis I can freely agree with Plato Redivivms, that the 
tear of Popery 1s not the cauſe of our preſent diſturbances; I ſhall 
without regard to Religion, conſider the Papiſts and Presbyterians as 
two Factions in the State, like the 4rminians and Lovaſtein party in 
Holland; and as tuch pronounce thar both are to be tupprets'd, or nei- 
ther, becauſe by emptying only one of the Scales, the Ballance is 
broken, and the Court or Monarchical party is firſt weaken'd and 
deſtroy d,and after the whole form of Gavernment alter'd into that of a 
Commonwealth ;jand I am fully convinc'dyif that had-nor been that Au» 
tors Deſigns, as to an ordinary Reader is paſt doubr, he woud have 
ſer down this as one of the Remedies of our preſent Evils. But -the 
contrary was his purpoſe, and in order toit he canningly, to preſerve 
the Monarchy, wou'd fer up a plain Democracy, and for an Engi:ff 
King, obrrude upon us a Doeg of Venice ; for he tells you at large 
that the antient Powerof the King is fallen into the hands of the Com- 
mons, and therefore' to keep up the former il[ufttious ſplendor of the 
Crown, he wou'd have all its Jewels taken out, and ſet about the 
Speakers Chair, the King made a Cypher, and diveſted of all 'Power 
but the Name, to keep up the three ſeveral and diſtin ſhares in the 
Government, King, Lords and Commons. Tis an ingenious way of 
arguing, but we are not yer, Ihope, ſuch fools to have it paſs, to 

yentare at play, and not know how to diſtinguiſh falſe Dice. 
Oh! burtſays a Fations Petitioner,that takes the Houſe of Commons 
( ſafficiently prov'd by the learned Anſwer to Perzt's Book , to: have 
had no ſhare in the Legiſlativepbwer) to be the ;Parliament ; all their 
Votes, how wild and unreaſonable toever, as we have lately as well as 
fortnerly ſeen in print, to be rhe ſence of the Nation, and- gh che 
B 2 Orce 
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force of L1ws, and vet deny any Autinrity ty the Kings Proclamation : 
This Sccibler ( favs he ) 13 Popiſhly atfeted, a French deiigner, a meer 
Tocy; not conſidering that there is not leſs hazard in ſplitting upon a 
rock, than u50n a ſand-bank z that if mult be a ſlave, and forfeir my 
| berty, 'twere at leaſt as good to do fo under a lingle perfon,as more ; 
th- tyranny of many is much mire intolerable than that of one, "Tis 
equally deitra tive of my libzrey, whether the King or the Houſe of 
Cymmnons, takes away MeznaCharta; lam ſill againſt arbitrary G-- 
vernment , ruling according to pleaſurc, not theLaws and known 
Conſtitutions of the Land, whether aſſum'd bv King or Commons, if 
there bz any choice, the odds are azainit the latter. And to ſpeak 
triith, by what has paſs'd ſince the Plot,aav one in his wits, Wou'd be- 
lieve, theKing is inraded, not an invader; that his frequent Proro- 
gations and Diſſolutions have been his legal defenſive weapons, us'd 
as much for his Subjetts ſ-curity, as his own honour ; that arbitrary 
power isa delicious thing, and cherefore aimd ar by our Demagogues 
and Tribunes of the people; bad and to be decrv'd, only while inthe 
Soveraign. 'Tis very convenient to cry Whore firſt. Solomon tells us, 
He: that appeareth firſt in his own cauſe, ſeem:th juſt ; but his neighbour 
cometh after and prev:th him. If the people in an Ifland are alarm'd 
that an Invaſion is defign'd, and that only at one Port, and they be- 
come fo fooliſh as for the guard of that, toneglect and expoſe all other, 
they do but make the eafjer way for their enemies to land and over- 
come. Thoſe, who are the Watchmen, the Sentinels of our fafery, 
ought with 7arus to have two faces, one behind and the other before, 
and many eyes like Argus, there being otherwiſe no ſecurity againſt 
ſurprize.I remember in Thxcydides, that the Gretians beſieging a ſtrong 
City, found no means bur ſtratagem to become Maſters, which they 
thus contrivd: After they had puchas'd within ſome Penſioners, they 
kept the beſieged awake, and put them into a great diſtreſs by continual 
falſe alarms, and, as deſign'd, prepar'd to believe nothing more was 
intended than amuſement and diſtrattion. The falſe Citizens within 
taking this advantage, affirmd they ought for the future to make it 
dear to any Watchman to give the Alarm. This decreed, notice was 
given to the enemy, and without the leaſt refiltance the befieg'd were 
taken and undone, when and where they leaſt ſuſpected ; whereupon 
this Proverb was taken up, Amyclas perdidit filentium. 1 wiſhwe may 
never run theſame fate ; the application is toc ealie and natural to be 
dwelt upon. 


And yet I cannot but take notice how the late Houſe of Commons 


have 
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have aſfum'd to themſelves a power extraordinary, and by a Vote with 
out proof or conviction, .made eminent men and known Proteſtants, 
guilty of Popery and French deligns, made them Adviſers and Coun- 
ſellors according to their own fancies, impriſon'd ſeveral DURING 
PLEASURE, ſeiz'd Cloſers and Writings without Information,and con- 
trary to Magna Charta,voted Acts of Parliament, made for the preſerva- 
tion of the eſtabliſh'd Religion, uſeleſs, and their execution grievous 
to the Subject againſt the Proteſtant intereſt, and an encouragement 
to Popery, &c. and among thele, which is moit wonderful, a Law 
made by the darling Queen Elz. who cannot well be ſuppos'd to have 
been a friend to Popery. It theſe be not odd and arbitrary proceedings, 
I know not what are, nor why that ſhowd be tolerable or law/u! for 
them, which 1s not for any, no not for our Sovereign. Conſidering 
men are afraid the abettors of ſuch practices are not friends to peace 
and quiet, but rather factious and dangerous, willing to enſlave us to 
foreign Invaſions or domeſtick Encroachments. whatever may be 
ſaid to the contrary, theſe actings are but too good grounds for ſuch 
apprehenſions. The cunningeit Whores ſeem moſt devout,and inveigh 
very bitterly againſt the lewdnel(s they daily ſtudy and commit. Your 
rooking Gameſters abhor, if you will believe their ſhams and oaths, 
the uſe of falie Dice, and the un-Gentleman-like-trick of cheating. 
However, none but Cullies,who want wit or years to make obſerya- 
tion, can be wheedF'd and drawn in by ſuch pretences. 

Before the diſcovery of the Plot our Miniſters were refleted on, as 
deſigning Popery and Arbitrary Government, by many ſcandalous 
Pamphlets, and one in particular calld, an Account of the Growth of 
Popery, &c. asif the people were to be prepar'd to believe the whole 
Court were Popiſh ; that while they were alarm'd againſt that party, 
they might be unprovided to defend themſelves againſt the other. The 
Presbyterian true blue, who like eſop's Cat,though transform'd into the 
beautiful ſhapes of Court-Imployments and Honors, will ſtill be han- 
kering after the old ſport of Mouſing ; they will ever be lovers of a 
Common-wealth, and enemies to Monarchy. This is plain from for- 
mer, as well as later, proceedings, ſince the diſcovery of the Popiſh 
Plot, when they began to ſhew themſelves in their proper colors, 
when they cry'd not only the Court, but the Church. was FPopiſh, and 
all that are for the eſtabliſh'd Government. You cannot now be loyal, 
unleſs.you are factious, nor a_ Proteſtant, if no Presbyterian. But pray 
obſerve, none telt you this, but the ſpawn of thoſe feduc'd, or con- 
cern'din the late Rebellion ; men tarn'd out, or that wou'd get into. 
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Court-Imployments, that account themſelves flightr-d or difoblig'd s 
men of great Ambition, or of deſperate Fortunes, who make all this 
noieand clutter, to be taken off. To what purpoſe elſe, did the late 
Houſe of Commens make the Vote againſt the bargain or hopes of 
Court-preferment, but that ſuch a deſign was a driving between ſome 
leading Members and Courtiers? Can they after ſuch a diſcovery pre- 
terd zeal for Religion, and the gn0d of their Country ? For ſhame, 
!-t no FaCtion ard private Intereſt make men forgetful of the pub- 
Iick, of the peace and quict of the Nation : Let them ſecure our 
Conftitutions againſt the encroachments or invaſions of any, whe- 
ther Presbyter or Papiſt ; and remember that the moſt forwerd in the 
Lon Parliament were ſoon turn'd out by others; and becauſe what is 
Sawce for a Geoſe is ſawce for a Gander, this of courſe will be the 
fate of thoſe , who now glory in being Ringlead:rs of Faftion to 
thwart and oppoſe their Sovereign; Nay, it may poſſibly be worſe, 
the Gentlemen , the Knights of the Shires, may be kick'd out by 
Mechanicks, by Citizens and Burgeſles ; for he that ptaCtiſeth Diſo- 
bedience to his Superiors, teacheth it to his Inferiours. Sir W. 7. 
Sir F. W. Collonel T. &c. all know were diſoblig'd, and if taken 
into favour, the Employments and Honors they cover, wou'd ſtand up 
for the Court, as much as now they do againſt it.Whether the Petitio- 
ning Lords be not ofthe ſame temper, will beſt appear from the ſtoty 
of every ſingle perſt n.One of them has the humor convey'dwith'sBloud. 
his Father was aGentlemanthat appear'd zealous in the long Parliament 
for the gocd of his Country, the firſt that brought in the complaint of 
Ship-money. Bur ſoon after when he was made a Lord and a Courtier, 
he chang'd rotes and ſung another ſong,no man more for the Monarchy, 
i its. defence he loſt his life,&at his death publickly repented his aCtings 
againſt the Earl of Stafford. His Sori was made an Earl upon the Kings 
return, ſent Embaſtador Abroad, and Lord Lieutenant into 7reland; to 
get his cotrmand he deſpis'd not the Courtſhip and affiftance of Coll. T. 
though a R.C. and a Creature of his R. H.rowhom he made no ſlender 
Profeſſions ; not being ſatisfied with gaining vaſtly in that Station five 
years, he grows peeviſh in hopes of being ſent the ſecond time, nay ra-- 
ther.than fail.he 1s content to.be Commiſſioner of the Treaſury,in hopes 
that by the Courrfhip and Intereſt of ſorhe Women, no matter what Re- 
ligion they areof, he may come to be Lotd Treaſurer : But not hke ro 
gain the White Staffe, and perhaps: not caring to govern an empty Ex- 
chequer, he bent his Thoughts again towards Jreland ; lighting the 
Treaſury he is outed, and grows more diſcontented ; and ar laſt rurn'd 

b-7 _ our 


(13) 
out of Council, the next day he repeats a Speech of E.of S.his making, 
and unask'd preſents a piece of Councel and Advice to His Sovereign, 
pretending as aPeer it was his duty.I am ſorry his zeal made him forger, 
thar Peers have no right of adviſing the King, but when he makes them 
of his Council, or by Writ Summons 'em to Parliament. And what's 
very odd,he adviſes juſt the contrary to what he and the other Noble E. 
had done the year before, when Courtiers. This Noblemans Life wou'd 
make a Comical Hiſtory ; he knows how to put on all ſhapes, and in the 
late times,was not ignorant how to make an Apple-tree fupply the place 
vf a Pulpit,he knew how to ſerve himfelf in all rarns and changes, and 
has not fail'd fince 1640. to have been often out and in with the ſeveral 
Higher Powers. To give him his due, he is a man of extraordinary 
Parts; but if one of theſe Lords ſaid true, when he was a Courtier, and 
the other newly remov'd, they areall firted and turn'd for confoundinz 
and amuſing, but not for extricating out of difficulties. He wants not 
Wit to hold forth in the Houſe, or in the open Air,upon occaſion; nor 
ts he meanly skill'd in the merhods of Courr- Pleaſures,as well asBufineſs. 
He muſt have an ill memory that forgers who advis'd the breaking the 
Triplte-League, and making an Alliance with France, and a War with 
Holland, pronouncing in the Language of the Beaſt, Delenda eſt Cartharzeo, 
thata Dutch Common-wealth was too near a Neighbor to an Engliſh 
Monarch ; the Shutting up the Exchequer, the granting Injunftions in 
the caſe of the Bankers, and laſtly the ſourſe of all our preſent nnsfor- 
times, the general Indulgence, Theſe things being found of il] confe- 
quence, and rhe M:nifters remov'd as deſigners of Popery, Presbjtery, 
Atheiſm, or Irreligion, Arbitrary or French Government ; muſt any ot 
ſuch Principles aftoon as turn'd out of Court, be recerv'd into the Coun- 
ry, as if theſe two had different Intereſts? Whoever ſay there w more 
chan one common weatth in both, are Deluders, and Incend@iarics, and 
 Betrayers of the Nation. Thoſe that ſtrive to divide the King and ts 
People, are to be look'd npon as Penfſroners of France, and to be moft 
feverely punifh'td. There are that can refl Tales, what Great man fince 
che Plot, offer'd a Reconciltatton with the D. «nd for a Reſtoration to 
tis former Power and Greatnefs, wou'd be hits Servant to all intents 
and purpoſes. But the D.cou'd not be perfwaded, one that had as offers 
chang'd Partres, as Prorews his Shapes and the Chamelion his Cotors, 
cou'd be trae to any: Inrereſt, bar hisown ; and therefore rejected his 
many Meſſages on this ſubject. Another Peer, whote Sonin the Lower 
Honte, is the great Tribune of rhe People, wou'd have had a Dak«4om 


added to the Garter, ro make borh'Sing to anorher Time. A forrty 
wou d 
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wou'd fain be a Privy Councellor in Reverſion. A fifth not long ſince at 
any rate of purchaſe,wou'd have been Maſter of the Horſe to the Duke : 
Srrange! that a Proteſtant Lord ſhou'd think of ſerving a ſuppos'd 
Popith Frince, and aftcr hope, though thus mounted on Horſeback, to 
get ro Heaven, 'T wou'd be tedious to give particular accounts of all; 
only by the way obſerve that a Young Lord newly come to Age, own'd 
himſelf to His Majeſty Diſoblig'd,becaute after a Voyage to Tanger, his 
great Valor there ſhown, and ſpending his Tonth in his Prince's Serv:ce, 
( thee were his own words to the King, ) another was preferr'd to the 
Command of the Lord Phmonth's Regiment.l cannot bur commend this 
Noblemans Ingenuity in owning the true Cauſe,and not pretending, as 
others,Conſcience and publick good for his motives. But I am ſorry he 
ſhould forget, not only the obligations of gratitude, which he is under 
for his Bread and for his Honor, but alſo who ſays, Appear not wiſe 
before the King, and give not Counſel unaska, He has learning enough 
to underſtand the meaning of in conſiliym nou vocatia ne acceſſeris. 'Tis 
to be hop'd he may repent, and with more years his wit may be turn'd 
into Wiſdom, 

As for the D.of 24,L believe him perfectly drawn in by deſigning Po- 
liticians for ends of their own, who never intended him more than as 
an uſeful Tool,afterwards to be laid aſide.” Tis no wonder that one of his 
Youth and Spirit ſhou'd be tempted with the Baits and Allurements of a 
Crown, the ſplendor and gaity of Power has blinded many Elder men's 
underſtandings. But that they never had him in their thoughts for K, 
appears from the Author of Plato Redivivm ;, and indeed if they had, 
| they went the wrong way to work. They ſhou'd not have engag'd him 
ſo far, as to deſerve his being turd out of his Command as General , a 
Poſt, that wou'd have beſt enabl'd him to ſeize upon and make good any 
pretence to the Crown, after the death of his Majeſty. Iam apt to be- 
lieve his Grace is ſorry for what is paſt ; I am certain it were his Intereſt 
to throw himſelfat the Kings Feet, and quit the Counſels of thoſe men, 
who intrieguing for themſelves, puff him up with falſe hopes, and yet 
ſufficiently diſcover that nothing is farther from their hearts than his 
Exaltation, or what is ſo much in their mouths, publick ſervice to the 
King and Country. 'Tis much better for him tobe content with the 
ſecond place in the Kingdom, than by pretending to the firſt, againſt all 
manner of reaſon,and the obligations of gratitude, forfeit all, his Fame 
and Honor, Life and Fortune. 

The Petition being already anſwer'd, I will only obſerve, that His 
Majeſty, intending to turn them out, ſent Mr. Secretary to the E.of E. 

for 


[13] 

for a Liſt, of the Papiſts he mentior'd in the Guards; But the Noble Peer 
had none to give; but'may be ſuppos'd to have taken the (tory upon 
hear-ſay, from {ome that had the malice to invent it. And now muſt 
the Nation ſuffer themſclves to be rid by any Fa#ion, becauſe,deſigning 
particular advantages, they gild all with the ſpecious pretences of Re- 
ligion and Loyalty, particular reſpect for the Church of England, by 
opening her Doors to all Diffenters, and for the Monarchy, by clip- 
ping the King's Power, to prevent the Papiſts Contrivances againſt his 
Perſon? Examine whether the zealous ſticklers for the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, have any at all 3 orit they have, whether it be not as far from 
that Eftabliſh'd by Law, as Popery ? Whether, if the King wou'd grant 
all their defires, receive them into Offices and Power, they wou'd not 
ſtand up in Juſtification of the Court, as hercely as now they do the 
contrary ? What has been before, may well be expected again. He 
that conliders this, and that Malice never ſpoke well of any, will give 
the FaCtious little credit 3 eſpecially, when againſt Reaſon and ſenſe 
they would'impoſe upon us, that the King himielt is in the Plot 3 or as 
one of the Members in a printed, Specch tells the Houſe, The Plot js not 
ſo much inthe Tower, as in White-Hall ; there *tis to be ſearch'd for, and 
there to be found : And all this becauſe he will not unking himſelf, and 
put his Crown into. their hands, and againſt Law, his Coronation- 
Oath, and Brotherly-affeQion, paſs the Bill of Excluſion, to the preju- 
dice of himſclt and the whole Kingdom. This is not a ſingle or pri- 
vate man's opinion, .but the Judgment of the Supreme Tribunal of 
England,the Houle of Lords; whereupon the hilt xeading, it was thrown 
out, with the odds; of 63 againſt 34,3. for which reaſon, their Lord- 
ſhips are call'd, Maſquerading Proteftants, Tories, Papitis, or their Ad- 
herents 3 as.if the Loxds muſt not be allow'd the priviledge the Com- 
mons take with any of. their Bills, vvithout cenſure and affront. But 
vvhy, for their At, muſt his Majeſty be, loyally libelld and aſpers'd? It 
had been time enough, one would have thought, to have call'd him Pa- 
piſt, ec. had he rejeQecd the Bill after it had paſs'd both Houſes. Oh ! 
then who cou'd have doubted, but his doing more againſt the Papiſts 
than any of his Predeceſſors, had been promoting their Intereſt, that 
his pardoning no man condemn'd, nor ſtopping the execution of 
any Law: againſt Recufants,  was'making it.,no Plot, and that pal- 
ſing the. Tet was letting in Popery by whole-ſale. He that can be- 
lieve theſe things, is prepar'd for ,any thing, to ſay a Lobſter is a 
Whale, or a Whale -a Lobſter 3 that the Moon is a Green-Cheeſe, and 
the Sun a round Plate of xed hot I and then, I preſume, it may 
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not be decided - whether we are Fools or ' Madmen. Let us not! thus 
idly and 7-76 belye our Conlciences, and publiſh to: the Nation and 
alt fe World, that nothing can ſecure ' us- again(t' Popery, bur the 
ſhaking and alteration of the Monarchy, by the Bill of Excluſton 3 
an AR, in it (clf, unjuſt and impolitick, both for the King and People. 
No man is to be punilh'd ex poſt-fafo, by the Laws of this and 
all other Countryes. Beſides, why ſhowd the Duke, more than 
any Fanatick of England, be outed his Birth- right ? The Scripture 
(ayes, You mult not do evil that good may come of t 3 And Prudence 
will tell us, That this is an evil, that muit be attended with greater. 
For the minute that it paſſes, the Duke is at liberty: to recover 
his Right by ſecret or open Vioknce, Force Foreign or Dome- 
ſtick z He is dectar'd an Enemy and a Traytor' condemn'd with= 
out Tryal or Conviction. This piece of tnjuſtice muſt be de- 
fended. by an Aﬀociation or an Army 3 this Army mutt be intruſt- 
ed in the hands of the King or a General; either may make-him- 
{etf Abſolute and Arbitrary 3 and therefore, if 'Pcople are now 
afraid of ſlavery from the Government, what may then be! their 
apprehenfions ? And if they are jealous of the King, what General 
wilt <cy find' to intrult 7 Thoſe -meanly s$kIFd in flory, know. 
that Commanders of Armies have at- pleaſure ſubvertedl Com- 
mon wealths. and Kingdoms : Agathacles from- being General,” be- 
came Tyrant of '$yraciſ7z, Pifitratus of Athens, | Sforz4- of Millain, 

the Medici ' of Florence, the Cefars of Rome, and not to 'go fo far 
off, Cromwel, of the three Kingdoms. Moſt of the Romen Empe+ 
rquzs WCre 'dethroned 'by their Generals; and- thereforo this gan» 
not hut 1take the King, as ir willing! a5" the-'/Peoplo, ''to - merutk 
this great Power'in any Perf; And yet without” ſuch a - True, 
the AR of 'Exdufion is not with a fixaw 3/ nor ' with it” can. we be 
{ecur'd gain itt Slavery. whether-the- Puke coriquer or” be| overcome; 
The Duke wilt ill find 4 Party; at "leaſt; if he out-lives the: King, 
in, the Three Kingdomes,” to fight-his-- QuarreÞs, and, if he-comes 
in by Force, he may well uſe us like a conguer'd Nation, break our 
old, and 'pive, us what 'new Laws and Religion he pleaſes 3 
W hereas: if we atfernpe- no ſuch thing, we (hall not. run " has 
zard of a C' IVTL I 4 R, the King being] as likely/to! quts 
live, a5 to be 'out-liv*d' by, His Brother, If! he: ſhould: hr td 
fuc <ceet praceably, he eannot bz prefum'd ito! offer any alteration | 
in. Religion fo much againſt his Intereſt, and-who: never farward- 
ed any in his own Family, affers his Chitdray//to. continuc - the 
Church 
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Church vt £:gland, knovving that Chriltianity forbids compuliion, 
tor it's Propagation. Io lay he vvou'd*be Prie(t-ridden, is ridiculous , 
\Why he, more tan the French King, who openly oppoles the Popes 
Uiurpation, and aſſumes to himſclf, the cognizance even of Ghyrch- 
affsirs? This is but a pretence to impoſe upon the iguorant, and the 
Excdulous 3t there be not Laws enough already, new ones, may be 
inade to prevent any ſuch Intention. When all Offices and Power arc 
in the hands of Anti-papiſts, I cannot ſee yvhere can be our danger? 

But this, it granted, vvould not be all, the Monarchy is hereby made 
elective, and the Poſſcflor may as vvell be removed, as the Succeſlor 
dcbarz'd. In order to this, is therenot a Hiltory of the Succeflion pub- 
lith'd, ſhevving, that the Monarchy is rather cleQive, than hereditary? 
Ot vvhich, here I vvill only {ay,that the Writer is a notorious Plagiary, 
aid fieals all out of a ſcditious Book, vvriton the ſame Subject, by. Par- 
ſons the Jeſuit, under the name of Dolemanz in Qu. Elizaberb's time, vwith 
deign of diſtracting the People, and making vvay for a Spaniſh Con- 
quett and Inquilitionz the Presbyterian Tranſcriber proves himſelf of 
the fame Jeſuitical Principles, and vvith equal honelly purſues the ſame 
ends, Uſurpation and Slavery. ?Tis not to be doubted, but that there,has 
been Frequent Interruptions of the Succeilion of the Crovun 3 but go ti- 
tle, but that of the Svvord,vvas ever-put inballance vvith proximity of 
Blood; and he that vvill oppoſe Fact to Rights very unjult, and argues 
not upon the principles ot Morality, nor the.Lavvs of Nations. 'Mugh 
ſuch another good Chriſtian, is the Writer of the Appeal to the City, wvho 
tells us, if vve ſet up a King vvith none, or a crack'd Title, vve (hall 
have the better Lavvsz and inftances, that Richard 3. an Ufurper, a 
Murderer, and a Tyrant, made excellent Statutes. But he might, had 
he been juſt, have found the Lavys of that King outdone by thoſe of 
our preſent Sovereign, vvhole Title none can queſtion... . 

And yet it is not unrcaſonabletoſuſpedt a delign on Foot, of ſubvert- 
ing the Monarchy, it it be contider'd, that the pathing the Bill againit the 
| Duke, vvill not alone ſatishe his adverſaries, vvho turther expect, that 
all thoſe, novv hrm to the King, be remov'd, and their truſt put into 
confiding hands; and thus vvhen they had him in their ovvn Pow- 
er, it vvou'd be no hard matter, toaGt their pleaſure. The Speech diſ- 
ovyn'd by the Protcitant Lord, and burnt by the Hangman ( a Fate 
the Author does certainly deſerve) tclls us, in plain Englith, Je muſt 
have a Change, and a King we may trult., and well affected Comnſellors, 
vvith much more treaſonable and ſeditious Stuff, Theſe things, and 
the frequent mentioning the Fates of Ed. 2. Rich. 2. and Hen. 6. can- 
not but alazm his Majeſty, and _— him from ever cowplying vvith 
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ſuch perſons againſt his only Brother. He has fo often afhrm'd the Bill 
ſhou'd never paſs, that he cannot now, without diminution of his own 
Honour. as well as Safety, alter his well grounded Reſolution, taken 
upon the ſenſe of conſcience and duty, the preſent ard future good of 
himſelf and people. An act that wou'd be the highelt violation of Mag- 
na Charta, that ordains, none thould be put by his Birth-right and 
Inheritance, but by the Law of the Land, and legal Proceſs. And 
therefore I hope, what cannot be ſuppos'd, will be granted, will no 
longer be inſiſted on, leſt the Conſequences prove fatal. 

One thing 1 cannot but admire, that the Duke thou'd be abſolutely 
excluded, on ſuppokition of being a Papilt, tor otherwiſe he is allow *d 
by all, a Prince of incomparable Vertues and Endowments, leaving 
no room for enjoying his Right, in cale he become Proteſtant, Do the 
ſuppoſe an Alteration of Opinion impoſſible? That's falſe and fooliſh, 
There are Inſtances of men that have changed often; and to mention 
no more, the Duke's Grandfather, Hz. 4. twice alter'd his Opinion, 
Beſides, it is unjuſt, and contrary to their own practice, for L, Br, was 
an impriſon'd Plotter ; but as ſoon as he became a Convert, without 
farther proceſs'or Tryal he was innocent, and acquitted. We do in this, 
excecd the Papiſts in' France, and condemn our Proteſtant Anctſtors, 
and all others abroad, who accus'd them as Antichriſtian and Rebcllj- 
ous, tor oppoling their lawful King, Hen. 4. on the ſcore of Religion : 
for the Pariſians lov*d his Perſon, and ftood upon no other condition, 
than his turning Papiſt, to receive him for their Sovereign; as all the 
other R. C's of that Kingdom had done betore. And therefore, I very 
much ſufpect we are grown weary of Monarchy, and with an incon- 
ſtancy, natural to Ianders, affect a Change, though for the worſe. To 
this I am induc'd by many Reaſons, and not a little from a Proteſtant 
Lord's Speech; the laſt Setions, That the People of Athens were ſo fond 
of good King Codrus, that they reſolv'd to have none. after him. But to at. 
- tempt this plece of Folly and Wickedneſs, will inevitably embroyl us 
in a Civil War. And of that the Event is ſo uncertain, that we ought 
to dread the loſs of all; by firiving to enlarge our preſent Libertics. 
' This Madneſs, ordinary prudence will carefully avoid, becauſe, in all 

Probability, the King muſt get the better his Condition is not like 
- his Fathers : He has ttanding Troops, which the other wanted, to 

guard his Perſon ; he has the Militia in his own hands, he has no 
Scotch nor Triſh Rebellion, to divide or diftraRthis Forces; and above 
all, he has the Parliament- in his own Power, to let them Sit or not 
Sit, at his Pleaſure, and their good Behaviour. And *tis happy he 
has this Power to ſecure himſelf from popular Fury, at this time eſpe- 


clally, 


— —— —— — — 


py 


[19] 

cially, when whatever the Papiſts have done, we daily ſee others run 
into Clubs and Cabals, diſtinguiſhing themſelves by green Ribbans, by 
general Committees and Subcommittecs,where all Tranſactions of Par- 
liament, are firſt delign'd and hammer'd, Colleqions made, a common 
Purſe manag'd, and Agents employ'd in every County, to prepare and 
influence the People, write and diſperſe falſe News, Libels againſi the 
Government 3 Addreſſes made and ſent into every Shire and Burrough; 
and if the Members do not go down to their Elections, they can print 
for them, ſuch Speeches as (erve their Purpoſe. Witneſs one my Lord 
Vanghan ſpoke at his Election, tho his Lord{hip was not out of London. 
[ have not heard before, that Sir Samuel Morlans Speaking Trumpet 
cou'd convey a voice a hundred Miles diſtance. But this is nothing with 
our True Proteſtant Intelligencer B. H. who printed an Addreſs from the 
City of Colcheſter,that never was ſeen nor preſented by any of the Inha- 
bitants, as by an Inſtrument under the Town-Clarks hand does plain- 
ly appcar. But though Swearing be, Lying is not, againſt the Intereſt or 
practice of the Godly : the Presbyterian, true off-ſpring of the Ionatian 
Fathers, who out-do them in the doctrine of Pie Fraudes, as well as 

in all other their immoral and Antimonarchic Principles. 
And now conlidering that none that have any thing to looſe, can 
' ever gct by a Rebellion, and that there is no juſt pretence for one, our 
Libcrtics and Properties not being broken or invaded, the Rich, unleſs 
they are mad, will never beginz and yet with, or without their Aſti- 
ſtance, a Riting of Fack Cade, or Wat Tyler inſtigated by greater per- 
ſons, wi.l but wlarge the Regal power, and enrich the Crown ; and 
for thefe and many more Reaſons, 1 look upon the Threats or Fears 
of Rebellion, as iole and vain, as our Jealoulics and Apprchenſions 
_ of Poperyz never poſſible in. England, but by a Civil War, fince their 
numbcrs here, - are but as one to 230. and by an cxa& Calculation in 
the three kingdoms, the whole number of Papilts is but. as one to 
. 205, Nen-papilts, and their Wealth and Puſſctlions4s not-one to 300. 
If their power had been {o terrible, they wanted not lince the Plor, 
provocations to make us feel, as well as hear on*'t, But theſe Noi- 
{es are like Armics in diſguiſe at Kzights-bridge, and Regiments of 
Horſe hid in Cellars under Ground, and blowing up the Thames to 
drown London , Artifices formerly us'd to draw in the calic and the 
credulous, But *tis to be prefſum'd, the ſame Trick will not paſs twice 
upon us, in one and the ſame Age, while the bleeding wounds of the 
laſt, are ſtill ſo frelh in ous Memories. To remedy and compoſe our preſent 
madneſs and diſtractions, and prevent future Evils, muſt without doubt 
be the hearty endeavour of all honelt men,who expect this will bea hea- 
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livg Parliament,that will make up all our breaches,and unite our divi- 
ſions, by the methods of prudence and diſcretion 3 weighing the true 
cauſes, and applying fit remedies,without regard to fa&ion or intereſt, 
heat or paſſion 3 reflecting how unreaſonableit is, to ſuſpect in the King 
or his Miniſters any delign of introducing Popery and Arbitrary Govern- 
Toent 3 a malicious and idle invention,ſct on foot with purpoſe toinflame 
the Kingdom, by men who were outed, or defirous of Conrt-Imploy- 
ments, difoblig'd Perſons, or French Penſioners : That the Bill of Ex- 
clution is not like to paſs, cither the Lords Houſe or the King, becauſe 
in it {elf unjuſt, impolitick and dangerone, not only to the Prince, but 
to the Subje& : That all other legal ways for preventing Popery and 
Presbytery, are tobe taken by thoſe, whodeftgn the Prefervation of the 
eſtabliſh'd Monarchy and Religion : That this 1s already, or may with 
eaſe be ſecur d againlt the attempts or power of any Popith Succeflor : 
That our fears in this point are groundlels, and, at beft, founded up- 
on accidents, that may never happen ; That *tis the higheſt impru- 
dence to run into real preſent, to avoid poſſible future evils : That in- 
novations of this ſort wou'd be againſt the Prince's interett, who, ha- 
vingnot a fourth part of the Revenue, neceſſary for the ſupport of the 
Crown, mutt be under a necelſity of complying with his People in 
Parliament 3 and that his temper, practice and Declarations, fecute us 
from impoſlitions of this nature : That it be confider'd, whether the 
unquiet apprehenſions from the Plot, may not be laid by a ſpeedy and 
impartial Tryal and Exccution of all the accus'd and: convicted; and 
the King's after granting a general Pardon, with" fuch” Exceptions as 
have been uſual. The doing this will beget a right underſtanding be- 
fvyeen the King and his People, defeat the contrivances of our Adver- 
faries, reſtore us to peace and quiet at home, and reſcue us from con- 
tempt and danger abroad, and make the Name' of Partiztnient as fa- 
mious and renovvn'd, as {otne Libellers endeavour to make it baſe ard 
odious. Hovy this is to be compals'd, you your ſelvesare deſervedly 
made the Judges, and therefore, T vvill not, like the fooliſh Orator, 
teach Himibal the Art of War.-----Fiat Tuſtitia, raat Calum. 
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